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TAGS: ECSM, EGEN, IC, US 

SUBJECT: DECEPTIVE LABELS ON WOOLEN GOODS 

1 . SEC GEN OF ICELANDIC MIN OF COMMERCE BROUGHT PROBLEMS OF 
DECEPTIVE LABELING OF WOOLEN GOODS TO ATTENTION OF ECONOFF 
DURING CALL JANUARY 27. SEC GEN REFERRED TO SUBSTANTIAL MARKET 
FOR EXCLUSIVE WOOLENS BUILT BY ICELAND IN US AND GAVE HIM TWO 
EXAMPLES OF LABELS COLLECTED FROM SWEATERS IN THE US INFERING 
ICELANDIC ORIGIN WHICH WERE OTHER THAN ICELANDIC PRODUCTION. 

2. ONE LABEL READS QUOTE AN ICELANDIC IMPORT HAND KNITTED IN 
ICELAND OF PURE VIRGIN LOPI WOOL UNQUOTE. SECOND LABEL READS 
QUOTE ICELANDIC KNITS 85 PERCENT WOOL 15 PERCENT NYLON... MADE 
IN USA UNQUOTE. 

3. SEC GEN SAYS GOI HAS RETAINED ATTORNEY IN CHICAGO TO LOOK 
INTO MATTER WITH FTC OF DECEPTIVE OR MISLEADING USE OF COUNTRY'S 
NAME. IN MEANWHILE, SEC GEN WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADVISE OR 
COMMENTS USG CAN OFFER. 

4. FYI: GOI CONCERNED PRIMARILY WITH USE OF COUNTRY'S 
NAME ON PRODUCTS APPARENTLY NOT OF ICELANDIC ORIGIN. 

QUOTE LOPI UNQUOTE IS BRAND NAME USED BY ALAFOSS HF, MAJOR 
ICELANDIC WOOL PRODUCER. AND ALAFOSS MAY BE CONTEMPLATING 
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LEGAL STEPS OF ITS OWN TO PREVENT IMPROPER USE OF THIS MARK. 
BLAKE 
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